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 The Lay Ministries - Part 3, Exhorting
I. “He that Exhorteth” Is A Sub-Ministry Under the MOH.

  A. “He that exhorteth” is one of the 6 sub-ministries under the MOH. 1Cor 12:28, Rom 12:8.

  B. We use the gift, as all sub-ministry gifts, according the proportion of faith given. Rom 12:3-6
II. “Exhorting” 
A. To Exhort is the gr. word ”paraklesis” -  it means To Comfort, To Encourage, To Plead with or To Beseech to do. It can also be a persuasive discourse or stirring address to do something such as give oneself to the Lord in salvation, or to a deeper trust or a to a deeper walk with God or to put some particular passage or principle from the Word into practice in a person’s life.  It can also mean to beseech or plead as one who strongly recommends a course of action, but who has no right to command the person to do it.
 B. Many have this gift of exhorting others, although they may never have recognized it as a gift       from God to be used to “help” others.

C. Interesting fact: In looking for examples of this word ‘paraklesis’ in Jesus’ ministry, I found that Jesus never exhorted or beseeched anyone even though the word is used commonly throughout the NT. In the NT John the Baptist exhorted people, people is the gospels exhorted other people, many Apostles exhorted people, and many ministers in the Acts and epistles exhorted people, but not Jesus. This word is never used in reference to Jesus exhorting or beseeching anyone on earth. I wondered about this until I looked back at what “exhorting” really means. The word for “exhort” means to “beseech” or “plead” as one who strongly recommends a course of action, but who has no right to command someone do something. Jesus did have this right, and He did leave us some commandments – not recommendations. He never ”beseeched” anyone or otherwise “exhorted” them. He would simply say, “Thus is my commandment…” Once in Mt 26:53 Jesus did use this greek word in terms of his right to beseech His Father (in the NIV this term is used as ‘call on’, but this same word in the Greek is everywhere else translated “exhorted” or “beseeched”). i.e.

D. IOW, Jesus did the will of His Father, and when he acted in a subservient role to those on earth, He did it willingly to show us how to treat one another – not because he was actually subservient to us. Phil 2:5-8. Even when He went to the cross for mankind, He did it in obedience to His Father even though we were the beneficiaries.
III. Bible Examples
A. There are many examples of exhortation the Acts and epistles – too many to list here, but here I will give some examples found just in the first half of the book of Acts. I could go on through all the epistles and give examples, but time does not allow this. These from Acts are quite representative, so we will limit ourselves to these. Remember, To Exhort means: To Comfort, To Encourage, To Plead with or To Beseech a persons or persons to do something: 

B. Scriptures from first half of Acts dealing with exhorting: Acts 2:38-40, Acts 11:21-24, Acts 13:13-16, Acts 14:19-22, Acts 15:30-33. 
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___. “He that exhorteth” (Rom 12:8) is one of the 6 sub-ministries under the MOH. 

___. The MOH with it’s 6 sub-ministries plus the 9 GOS and the 4 FTMG comprise all the         ministry gifts given to the BOC.
___.  Everyone has at least one of these gifts or ministries - that is they have one of the 6 sub-ministries under the MOH, they have one of the 9 GOS they are used in, or have one if the 5 FTMG. 
___. We use the gift of exhorting, as all sub-ministry gifts, according the proportion of faith given. 

___. Many have this gift of exhorting others, although they may never have recognized it as a gift 
from God to be used to “help” others.

Look up the word exhort or exhortation in your concordance and give me two scriptures not used in the lesson where someone exhorted another.

1. ____________________________________________________________________________.

2. _____________________________________________________________________________.

Now tell me in your own words what you believe the one who used this gift in these scriptures accomplished with his words of exhortation. 

1. _____________________________________________________________________________.
2. _____________________________________________________________________________. 

Please give me one instance where you may have exhorted someone, Remember the word exhort means “To Comfort, To Encourage, To Plead with or To Beseech someone  to do something. Please write your answer below.

______________________________________________________________________________  
______________________________________________________________________________

In your own words write 2 things this lesson has taught you about the gift of exhortation.

1. _____________________________________________________________________________.
2. _____________________________________________________________________________.

In the preceding lessons on the 5 FTMG, the 9 GOS and what we have learned so far about the Ministry of Helps, write below if you have learned about any gift or ministry you believe the Lord has given you with which to minister to others.

____________________________________________________________________________.

160


