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The Five, Full Time Ministries – The Pastor, Part 2
II. The Pastor Has A Divine Call. 
A. Eph 4:11. “ He gave some…Pastors”. 1Cor 12:28. God set some in the Church. 
B. If  the pastor is Spirit filled he should expect some of the GOS to operate in His ministry.

C. If the GOS are not in evidence & he’s Spirit filled, he should ask. 1Cor 12:31, 1Cor 14:1. 
D. All pastors called by God will have the ability to preach. Some will also have a teaching gift.

III. Elders and Pastors in the Early Church
A. In the early days of the church, assemblies were put in charge of local elders until  ministry gifts could develop. The word translated ‘elder’ simply means an older, mature person called by man to fill a temporary need. Acts 14:21-23.
B. Later we find the term  ‘bishop’ and ‘overseer’ used in the NT is the gr. word ‘episkopos’ which means an ‘overseer of the flock. They are just 2 other names used for pastor in the early church. The ‘bishop’ or ‘overseer’ is, unlike the ‘elders, a divine call equivalent to what was later called the pastor. Acts 20:28.
IV. Conduct Becoming Pastors
A. Pastoral Conduct 1Tim 3:1-9, Tit 1:6-9. 
B. It’s important to understand that the character listings in 1Tim 3:1-9, Tit 1:6-9. for ‘bishops’ (episkopos) are not qualifications of character for pastors to call themselves into the ministry.
C. So these characteristics of conduct must be, rather, considered ‘conduct becoming’ for Pastors that are already called that can thus be used in a periodic self check.
D. Acts 20:28 puts it particularly well as it brings together in one verse most of  the pertinent things a pastor’s needs to be careful about in his ministry. For those called as pastors you should:

 1. Take heed unto yourself first. Use the checklist periodically with an open, questioning heart.

 2. Take heed unto your flock. Use the checklists periodically with an open, questioning heart.

 3. Always remember, if the Holy Ghost has called you to pastor, he has also empowered you as 
     to be a pastor. So do the duties as a pastor in His power – not yours. If He called you, He will 
     put you over.
 4. Remember to do BOTH jobs, both shepherd (tend, care for, love, protect) and feed your 
     local flock.

 5. And never forget: It’s His flock. He paid for it. You are given authority over the local body 
     under Him to oversee for as long as you do the first 4 things in a manner that pleases him..

E. The most important characteristic for the pastor is to have a shepherd’s heart. This is a necessity. Without this, a person is probably either not called to the pastorate or is just terribly unfaithful to the call. A true pastor would give his life for his flock. They love the flock and are eternally loyal to the flock, even at expense to their own safety or reputation. 
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___. Normally, if the pastor is BITHS, he will have some of the 9 GOS, manifested as the Spirit wills, in his ministry.

Name 3 GOS often manifested through a Spirit filled pastor.  _________, _________, ________,
All pastors called by God will have the ability to ____. Some pastors will also have a _____ gift.

Put simply, the preacher preaches ________, and appeals more to an __________ response, while the teacher teaches ________ and appeals more to an ___________ response. 
Both will also appeal to the ________ if the preaching or teaching is _______based. 
The word translated ________ simply means an older, mature person called by _______ to fill a temporary need. Scripture: ____________. 
The terms  ‘_______’ and ‘________’  in the KJV mean the same thing since they come from the same _______ word  ‘episkopos’ which means an ‘overseer’ of the _________. 
The ‘_______’ or ‘_________’ is, unlike the ‘elders’, a ________ call equivalent to what was later called the pastor. Scripture: ___________. 

___. The character listings in 1Tim 3:1-9, Tit 1:6-9. for ‘bishops’  are qualifications of character for pastors to decide whether they have what it takes to be a pastor and go into the ministry.

The most important characteristic for the pastor is to have a _____________ ______________. 

___. A true shepherd loves and is loyal to the flock even at the expense of his own safety or reputation. 

___. It takes a shepherd’s heart to tend, nurture and love the spiritual babies in Christ.

___. The flock will know when they are loved and when they are not. A true shepherd loves them  even when they make a mess, cause disturbances, and think they know everything.

___. A good pastor understands that members of the flock are in different stages of spiritual growth and loves and encourages them, and sees progress and growth where others might see failure.

The Evangelist would get babies ______, but babies need more than _____ if they are to survive.

 The Apostle would get a local church _____, but babies need more than being in a _________.

 The Teacher could teach and get them grounded in the _____, but babies need more than _____.

The Prophet might inspire and encourage the spiritual babies, but babies need more than ______.
___. The Pastor will tend and nurture and feed the babies. But most of all he will love them and 
have compassion for them and clean them up when they makes a mess since he has a shepherd’s heart. There is no other ministry that can substitute for this. 

