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The Five, Full Time Ministries – The Pastor, Part 1
I. The Pastor - Eph 4:11 
A. The word Pastor is used only once in the NT (Eph 4:11). It is the gr. word “poimane” (poy – main’) which means ‘shepherd’ and is everywhere so translated in the NT except in Eph 4:11. 

 1. The word lit. means ’to lead to pasture’ where the word pastor came from. The shepherd has 
     two main functions: to tend (gr. ‘poimane’) which means to shepherd or take care of, and 
     protect and to (gr. ‘boske’) feed the flock. 
 2. Jn 21:15-17 Tending and feeding are different. The pastor is to both tend and feed the flock,  
     but only to teach the children. The tending or shepherding (tending, taking care of, correcting) 
     of the children, is the parents’ responsibility and the pastor is not meant to assume this 
      parental duty and responsibility, which is solely the parents’ e.g. Heb 12:9, Lk 2:51, 
      Eph 6:1, Col 3:20.
B. Jesus is referred to as Shepherd and is our example of the pastor’s gifts and responsibilities. 
  1. True shepherds are driven by compassion for the flock. Mt 9:35-38, 10:1, Lk 10:1.      
      compassion. He will take action to meet the flocks needs 3 ways. Prayer, action Himself, 
      enlisting others to help. He is grateful for all the help He can get whether of our group or not, 
      e.g. Mk 9:38, Lk 9:49.   
  2. Jesus is the ‘Great Shepherd’ Heb, 13:20, and the ‘Chief Shepherd’, 1P 5:1-4 and ‘Good 
      Shepherd’, Jn 10:11, to all the flock (the BOC).  
  3. It is seen by the adjectives “Great” and “Chief” that pastors must then be ‘under-shepherds’ 
      who are responsible to Jesus for the proper care and feeding of the local flock placed under 
      their temporary care.
     a)  A ‘Good’ or true shepherd would give their life for the flock. Jn 10:11-15. 

     b) One that is only a ‘hireling’, (doing it for a job) will put the sheep second, and  will 
         ultimately be judged and removed from the care of the flock by the Chief Shepherd.  
  4. 1P2:25. A flock w/o a shepherd will go astray. We see this in groups of believers that have 
      no shepherd. 
  5. “Chief sheep” (elders appointed by men in the local church) should never assume they have 
      the responsibility or authority over the local flock or the under-shepherd. If the pastor / 
      shepherd is called by God, he is the under-shepherd to the Great Shepherd for the local flock, 
      & has the ultimate responsibility for the care and feeding of this flock – not boards of elders.
  6. The fact that Jesus likens the shepherd’s charges to sheep and lambs is very telling and 
      revealing about the pastor’s tender relationship and loving care over his charges. “Fear 
      not little flock…” Lk 12:32. 
C. We can also learn from David about the pastor. The bible tells us that David fought the bear 
     and lion in hand to hand combat for the safety of a flock of sheep entrusted to him by his 
     father. How much more…Mt 12:12. “How much then is a man better than a sheep”.
Homework HBS-153

The word pastor is only used _______ in the NT and means to _____________ to ___________ . 

The Greek word for pastor is translated _______________  everywhere else in the NT. 
The two main functions of the pastor (shepherd) is to __________   and  _________ the local _________ under their care.
In your own words, tell me what it means for the pastor to “tend” the flock. _____________________________________________________________________________.

In your own words, tell me what it means for the pastor to “feed” the flock _____________________________________________________________________________.

________ is the example for the pastor’s treatment of those entrusted to his care.

Jesus is called the _______ Shepherd, the ________ Shepherd, and the _________ Shepherd.
___. This means that pastors to the local flock are under-shepherds and are responsible to Jesus for care and feeding of the local flock temporarily entrusted to them.

Name 4 characteristics of the Good Shepherd.

________________________________________.  ____________________________________

________________________________________.  ____________________________________

Name 3 things Jesus either said to do or did Himself when He saw the flock as sheep gone astray

__________________________,  ______________________, ___________________________.

___. John told Jesus that someone else not of His commissioned group was casting out devils in Jesus name, so they told him to stop. 

___. Jesus was pleased and told them they had done the right thing.

We need pastors because w/o a pastor the flock (believers in the local church), tend to go _____.

___.   The fact that Jesus likens the pastor’s ‘flock’ to sheep and lambs shows the pastor’s responsibility for tender and loving care to those temporarily entrusted to his care.
The bible tells us that ________ fought the bear and lion in hand to hand combat for the safety of a flock of ________ entrusted to him by his  father. 
___. If he did this for a group of animals, how much more should the pastor protect, tend, feed and keep the flock of humans entrusted to him.
___. Jesus said in Mt 12:12. “How much then is a sheep better than a man”.

