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Gifts and Ministries in the Body - Part 12
The Role of the Godhead in Setting Up the Gifts & Ministries – Part 2
I think a little summary of how we got to this point might be in order here:

 This all started with the Series “Jesus Our Example” continued through the series, “We are the BOC”, “Consider Your Call”, “Gifts of the Holy Spirit”, and now we’re discussing the “Gifts and Ministries” in the BOC. Here very briefly is a summary of how we got here – to this lesson – “The Role of the Godhead in Setting Up the Gifts and Ministries”. So here is a brief summary of what we have learned so far: Jesus came to earth for two main reasons: To die for the sins of  mankind and to show us how to live and minister on the earth after He went back to His Father. 
The first part, we all know:  Jesus, the Father and the Holy Spirit had a plan, they set it in motion with the virgin birth of Jesus, who then died on the cross for mankind’s sins, and whose final act was the resurrection of Jesus from the grave. The Godhead, of course, accomplished this wonderful Redemption of mankind on Their own without help from any other entity. 

But we have a part to play with the second reason He came to earth. To help us with the second  part, Jesus became our example. To do this, it was necessary for Him to give up His heavenly power when He came to earth for if He did not give this up, He couldn’t be our example on how we are to live. He lived this way for 30 years – working no miracles, doing no divine works, studying the Word and living a normal life. Then at age 30, He was baptized by John in the river Jordon, received the Power of the Holy Spirit, immediately used this power and the Word He had learned against Satan, and then, (Lk 2:40-52, 3:21-23. Acts 10:38, 4:1-13,),  picked some people to accompany Him, and began His 3 year ministry as our example (Jn 14:12). Then He died, and when the penalty for the sins of mankind was fully paid, He was raised up by the Father’s power.
Then over a 40 day period after His resurrection, Jesus spent time with various disciples giving them their final instructions before He left them permanently. One of the things He instructed them to do was to wait in Jerusalem for the power they would need to continue His works (Lk 24:49, Acts 1:8).  
Then Jesus went back to heaven to sit at the Father’s right hand as Head of His Body, the Church. Approximately 10 days later on Pentecost, they received this power in the person of the Holy Spirit. Now God expects us, His Body, to also receive this power and continue His works as His Body, now composed of many millions of members. 
The result of all this is this: we are expected to carry on doing the same works He did, the same way He did, with the same power of the Holy Spirit He had. Same works - same methods -  same power. The only difference is, as we have previously learned, is that Jesus has the Holy Spirit without measure, whereas, we individually have the Holy Spirit with measure. But, altogether, as the BOC in totality, we have the same Power with which Jesus ministered on earth – Why? Because we have the same Holy Spirit living in us as Jesus did, and Jesus, as Head of the Church, is now directing us.  Now,  here we are,  His Body doing the same works He did.

So here we are in the present day, with the mighty Holy Spirit indwelling our spirits just as He did Jesus, helping us and empowering us to carry out God’s will on earth. Jesus body was here on earth for 3 years of ministry. Now His Body, the Church, us, with the same Holy Spirit is here to do the same works Jesus did, until Jesus comes again. In this lesson we will look more closely at the part the Holy Spirit plays in the life of every Spirit filled believer as we carry out His works on the earth today.
III. Jesus Introduces the Holy Spirit. 
A. Jesus introduction of the Holy Spirit as Comforter (Paraclete, or Helper) to His disciples: Jn 14:16,17 ,26, 15:26, 16:7, 13. Jesus calls the Holy Spirit Comforter (Helper) and Truth 4 times in these passages.
B. The “Comforter” KJV = “Helper” (paraclete): Thayer:

 1) one called to one's side, or to one's aid 

 2) a helper,,. used of the Holy Spirit destined to take the place of Christ with the apostles after 
     Christ's ascension to the Father, to lead them to a deeper knowledge of the gospel truth, and 
      to give them the divine power needed to enable them to carry out God’s will on earth.

C. He is also our Power provider. Lk 24:49. Acts 1:8.
D. Therefore, He’s the Power provider and the Help provider for the Body of Christ so we can carry out God’s will on earth. In the following we discuss these two things in greater detail.

IV. The Holy Spirit as the Power Provider for the BOC

A. For Jesus: Lk 3:16, 21-23, 4:1, 14, Summary: Acts 10:38.
B. For His disciples: First the 12 (Lk 9:1-2) and then the 70 “laymen” (Lk 10:1,9, 17-19.  He gave those unsaved men Power to heal and cast out devils. (***Wonder why He didn’t just stop with the 12?) 
C. For the BOC: Surely if the unsaved seventy could do His works, His Body can too. Surely if He expects us to do His works, we’ll need this same power of the Holy Ghost. Well, He provided it. Acts 1:4-8, who received it? Anyone who wanted it, 120 in fact including Jesus mother and then, later, the 7 laymen who waited tables (Acts 6:1-8) and on and on thru the NT. Acts 19:1-7. God intended this power to be available to all who are saved. 2Tim 1:7.

D. Jesus, in fact, is the one who is the Baptizer in the Holy Ghost. Mt 3:11, Mk 1:8, Lk 3:16, Jn 1:26-27. All 4 gospels tell us this. 

E. Even to this day, anyone who wants it can have this power available through the Baptism in the Holy Ghost.. Acts 2:37-39. To obtain it all we have to do is ask. Lk 11:13. We don’t even have to “wait” anymore, because the Holy Spirit is here, on the earth, since this first Pentecost after Jesus went to His Father. They were waiting for Him; now He’s waiting for us. He’s waiting for us to ask Jesus to Baptize us in the Holy Ghost. All we have to do is ask and believe and we’ll receive this Power and the gift of speaking in other tongues. 
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Jesus came to earth for ____main reasons: To ___ for the ____of  mankind and to show us how to ____ and _______ on the earth after He sat down at the Father’s right hand.
Most people know about the ___ reason, but not as many people know about the ___ reason.
God accomplished the Redemption of ________ on His ____ without our help.

 But we have a _____ to play with the second _____ He came to earth.
To help us with the ______ part, Jesus became our _________.
To do this, it was necessary for Jesus to give up His heavenly _____ when He came to ____.

___.  Because,  if He did not give this up, He couldn’t be our example on how we are to live. 
___. During Jesus first 30 years on earth, he did only a few miracles, but many more after this.

Then at age ___, He was ______ by John and ________ the _____ of the Holy Spirit. 

Approximately 10 days after Jesus _________ into heaven,  the feast of Pentecost arrived, and _____ people received this same Holy Spirit ________.

Now God expects ____, His Body, to also receive this ____ and continue His ____ as His Body on earth. 
We can do this because we have the same _____  _____ living in us as ______ did.

The Holy Spirit is the _________ and __________ ___________ to the Body of Christ.

This is so we can carry out ________  ______ on the earth in whatever He has _______ us to do.
John said ______ was the Baptizer in the Holy Ghost. All ______ gospels tell us this.

___. All born again believers have the Holy Spirit dwelling in their spirit as helper and teacher.
___.  The Holy Spirit has also come upon all believers as their power source in the baptism in the Holy Spirit with the evidence of speaking in tongues.
___. No, they are two separate experiences.

___. One may be a born again believer without having the baptism in the Holy Spirit, but one cannot have the baptism in the Holy Spirit without being a born again believer.

___.  Even if I never ask and receive this second experience called the Baptism in the Holy Spirit, I will still go to heaven when I pass from this earth because I am a born again believer.

___. To become baptized in the Holy Spirit (also called being filled with the Spirit) all I have to do is ask for it and then believe I have received, and I will receive it with the evidence of speaking in tongues. Lk 11:13. 
