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Gifts and Ministries in the Body-Part 7
Manifestations of the Spirit (cont’d) – Discerning of spirits 

Manifestations (gifts) of the Spirit (cont’d):  1Cor 12:1, 7-11.
7. Discerning of Spirits  (R) – A “seeing” into the spirit world where one can “see” and “hear” spirits. Could be either seeing & hearing Jesus, angels or demonic spirits. 
I. The Three Gifts that Reveal Something.
A. The Word of Wisdom – A Revelation from the mind of God regarding a future event.

B. The Word of Knowledge -  A Revelation from the mind of God about something in the present or past that would be otherwise unknown to the person proclaiming it.

C. Discerning of Spirits – Seeing into the spirit world as described above in “7.” Often 2 or three of these three gifts will work together as with DT and IOT.

II. Examples of the Gift of Discerning of Spirits
A. Discerning the Godhead

  1. Discerning of the likeness of God the Father. Jn 4:24, Ex 33:18-23, 34:6. DOS because: Jn 
      1:18, 1Jn 4:12, Mt 18:10. But later we’ll see Him face to face. 1 Jn3:2, 1Cor 13:12. 
  2. Discerning of Holy Spirit Rev 4:2-5. Truth, Life, Grace, Holiness, Promise, Glory, Prophecy.
  3. Discerning of Jesus.  No one has seen Jesus physical body since He ascended on high to the 
      Father. But many believers, to this day, have reported hearing and seeing Jesus through DOS.

      Stephen: Acts 7:55-56
      Saul (Paul): an un-believer at the time, came close when He saw a bright light (not Jesus) & 
      heard Jesus on the road to Damascus, Acts 9:3-8, 22:6-14. He later, as a believer, both “saw” 
      and “heard” Jesus in visions by DOS in Acts 18:9-10, Acts 22:17-21, Acts 23:11. 

      John: Rev 1:10-18.

B. Discerning of Evil Spirits. Jesus: Mk 5:1-13, 9:25, plus many more. Paul: Acts 16:16-18.
    When DOS is in operation w/evil spirits, it’s time to deal with them in the name of Jesus.

C. Discerning of Angels. Philip: Acts 8:25-26. Cornelius: Acts 10:3-4. Peter: Acts 12:5-11.
III. Things Discerning of Spirits is NOT

1. “Discernment”. There is no such gift. They might mean the WOK. People might know things by the Spirit and might wrongly call it “discernment”. But there would be no “seeing” into the spirit world with this gift acting alone.
2. “Power to discern the faults of others”. This is called “judging others” and is not restricted to believers, for unbelievers can do it as well. This is forbidden by scripture. Mt 7:1-2.

3. “Discerning people’s intents or motives” for this would not be discerning of spirits.
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___. The gift of DOS is one of the 3 gifts that reveal something.

___. The gift of DOS is “seeing” into the spirit world where one can “see” and “hear” spirits. 

___. There are 4 kinds of spirits: The Godhead, evil or demonic spirits, angels and human spirits.

___. This DOS would be “seeing” and/or hearing one or more of these types of spirits.

___. The gift of DOS is manifested whenever we feel this gift would help us to discern what is wrong with a person’s attitude.

Name two reasons why this is not true: _____________________,  ______________________,

Name 2 gifts that always operate together for the gifts to function as intended by God.____.____.
Name the 3 gifts that reveal something: ______________, _______________, _____________.
___. No one has seen Jesus physical body since He ascended on high to the Father, but many have seen Him through discerning of Spirits.

Name three persons from the NT who saw Jesus by DOS. __________, _________, _________.
___. No one outside of heaven has ever seen the face of God. Scripture: _________.

__________ is a ________ and they that worship Him must worship Him in _________  and  __________. Scripture? ________.

Name three attributes of  the Spirit of God. He is the Spirit of ________, the Spirit of _________ and the Spirit of _______________.
Name three incidents in the NT where someone thru DOS, saw and/or heard evil spirits or angelic spirits.

________________________,  _______________________,  _______________________,

___. The DOS can give us discernment in a situation in which we want more information.

___. And it sometimes gives us power see to see the faults of others so we can correct them. 

___. A Spirit being, God, created the material things that we can see, hear, taste, touch and smell. Therefore, the spirit world is more permanent than the natural world we now live in. Heb 11:3.
___. The spirit realm is eternal whereas the physical realm is only for a time. 2Cor 4:18, 5:1. 
