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Gifts and Ministries in the Body – A Preface (cont’d)
Why Are We Studying Gifts & Ministries? – Part 2
II. Being A Member of the BOC Has Responsibilities:  - Mt 25:14-29, Lk 19:12-27, Jn 15:1-6. 
  A. In all accounts, ALL who were “servants of the Lord” or “branches in the Vine” were 
       expected to “show a return on the Lord’s investment” aka “bearing fruit” in Jn 15. 
  B. In all accounts, it says something was expected of each servant. In Mt 25:15, “each, servant 
      of the Lord was expected to produce a return “according to his several (individual) ability” 
      he was given. (‘ability’: gr, dunamis: inherent power). In John, “every branch in Me”.
  C. In all accounts there are 2 types of faithfulness for the “servants of the Lord (nobleman) or 
      those “in the vine” . Those who bear fruit and are rewarded and those who do not bear fruit 
      and are “set aside” with their assignment given to someone else, 
       
  D. In all accounts, we see God’s priority is to obtain the most fruit – not to punish anyone. 
       Thus God expects each of us in the BOC to bear fruit in the areas He’s called and gifted us. 
       
III. None Will be Fulfilled Spiritually or Emotionally Until We Find & Fill Our Place in BOC.

 A . The Master took the unprofitable servant’s talent or pound and gave it to someone else, He also told both “faithful servants”, “enter into the joy of thy Lord” implying….. Mt 25:21,23.
 B.  The Father sets aside that branch in Him which doesn’t bear fruit,  
 C.  My Example and corroborating scriptures: Jn 14:21-27, 15:10-16. Mt 11:27.   Our Joy, our Peace, our Rest, our Answered prayer, all depend on our taking our place in the BOC and bearing the fruit that God has called us to bear.
In the next lessons we will be giving examples of the Gifts and Administrations given to the BOC.
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___. Being a member of the BOC has some responsibilities.
___. In the 3 accounts we read in Matthew, Luke and John, all who were “servants of the Lord” or “branches in the Vine” were expected to show a return on the Lord’s investment in them.

___. In all 3 accounts, each servant of the Lord was expected to produce a return according to an ability He already had that had been given to him. 


___. In all 3 accounts there were 2 types of faithfulness 
___. They were: Those who bear fruit and are rewarded and those who do not bear fruit 
and are “set aside” with their assignment given to someone else.

___.  In all 3 accounts, we see God’s priority is to obtain the most fruit – not to punish anyone. 

___. Jesus was speaking only to the people who were present at the time, so this has no bearing on us Christians. 

___. God expects each of us in the BOC to bear fruit in the areas He’s called and gifted us. 
       

___. It will be too late to do what God has called me to do on earth when I get to heaven. 

___. I’m busy, so it’s easy to forget that I might have a special purpose while I’m here on earth.

___. There is one who hopes I stay busy, so I never think about what my purpose is on earth.

Do you think what we are supposed to be doing while we’re still on this earth might be different than what you thought before we started this lesson series? ________.

Is there some thing(s) that helps others that seems easy for you to do, that others might consider difficult? _____.  Are you doing it? _________.  If not, will you do it?  ____.

____. If God has given me a “ministry” and I don’t do it after a sufficient time, God might give the responsibility to someone else.
 ___. No, the responsibility will still be mine, but God may give my job to someone else.
Give me two things God has give to each Christian to assist them in doing what God has called them to do. ________________________,   ________________________________.

Give me two scriptures that tell us that we Christians have been given an assignment to carry out while we are on this earth.  _________________________,   __________________________.

___. If I do the work God has called me to do, I will get a “well done thou good and faithful servant” or something like it after I go to heaven.  Hint: Read 1Cor 3:11-15, Rev 22:12.
What is the main thing that you have learned from the last two lessons. 

_____________________________________________________________________________.
