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Gifts and Ministries in the Body – A Preface
Why Are We Studying Gifts & Ministries? – Part 1
A “ministry” , “gift, or “calling” as used here, simply means something God has called us to do on a regular basis and had give us a “special ability” or “gift” to accomplish it.  It will be something that gives help or aid to others -  either inside or outside the Body of Christ. It usually will be something we find easier to do than most might, something we possibly have been told in the past we have an “special” ability to do, something that our inner witness tells us we can do, something we believe God wants us to do, and something we “feel” good about when we do it.  
I believe that before we start on the G&M, God wants us to consider again why we’re studying these G&M. I believe He wants those hearing these lessons to consider thoughtfully that all believers are called by God to perform some on-going service to the world, to the BOC, or both, and that God has supernaturally gifted every believer to do this so we will not have to rely solely on our natural abilities. To this end, we have studied the series “Jesus Our Example”, continued through the series “The Body of Christ”, and next will be discussing the “Gifts and Ministries in the Body”. Let’s now discuss why it is we’re studying these Gifts and Ministries. 
I. I believe God has impressed upon me that all believers are called to minister in some fashion.

A. Scriptures that tell us this: 
  1. Jn 14:12, (GC: Mt 28:18-20, Mk 16:15-20, Lk 24:47-49), 
  2. Jn 15:1,2,16, Rom 12:3, 
    
  3. 1Cor12:7, 11, 18, 
  4. 2Cor 5:18-20, Eph 4:7, Heb 6:10-11, 
  Notice that in all these scriptures assignments to minister are given to: “those who believe on    
  me”, “those who “abide in me”,  those who have the Holy Spirit, “every one”, and “every man”.  
  That includes all of us Christians.
 B. We’ll soon see some in the BOC will have full time ministries such as 5-fold ministry:

  1. Eph 4:11,
 C. And some will minister part time with an on-going gift or ministry:

  1. Rom 12:28 We’ll be learning what some of these giftings and ministries are in future lessons.
 But ALL are called  to do something on a regular basis. 
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A “ministry” , “gift, or “calling” as used here, simply means something God has called us to do on a regular basis and had give us a “special ability” or “gift” to accomplish it.  It will be something that gives help or aid to others -  either inside or outside the Body of Christ. It usually will be something we find easier to do than most might, something we possibly have been told in the past we have an “special” ability to do, something that our inner witness tells us we can do, something we believe God wants us to do, and something we “feel” good about when we do it.  
___. God has left us Christians on the earth mainly to find a good job, raise a family and go to a good, Bible believing, church.

___. It would be a good idea to remind ourselves what God has said in His Word He wants us 

believers to do while we are still on the earth.

___. “Ministry” means something God wants our Pastor and board of elders to do.

___. God has called the whole world to minister in some way.

___. No, but He has called most Christians to minister I some way.

___. No, God has called all Christians to minister in some way.

___. Some will minister to the world and some will minister to other Christians.

___. And some will minister to both.

Give an example of a ministry to the world: ______________________________________. 

Give an example of a ministry to the Body of Christ: _______________________________.
Give an example of a ministry to both: __________________________________________.

Tell me what you believe Jn 14:12 tells Christians. _________________________________.

How go you know this verse is talking about Christians? _____________________________.

___. The ministry or gift I have will be on “ongoing” ministry and not a “one time thing”.

___. That usually means I will be used by God in certain areas over and over and will not have a variety of ministries like Jesus did.

Are you a Christian? ___.  Is there something you believe God wants you to do to help or minister to others?  _____.   Do you know what it is? ____.  

If you do know, and would care to share it (optional), you may write it below. 

(optional writing): ______________________________________________________________. 
