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Jesus Our Example – Part 1
The Dual Purpose of Jesus Ministry on Earth 
I. The Dual Purpose of Jesus Ministry
Many, if not most, Christians have the somewhat wrong idea about Jesus’ ministry on earth. He came here not as the Son of God – even though He is God, but He came as the Son of Man & our example of how to live and “bear fruit” in this world and then He did one other thing – the main thing. 
Interesting Fact: In the NT, Jesus referred to Himself as “Son of God” only 5 times. But He referred to Himself as “Son of Man” 85 times because He was born of a woman. Let’s find the reason… 
A. Jesus Our Savior and Lord

The Main Thing: Jn 3:16-17, 2Cor 5:19, Heb. 2:14. Although this is the main reason He came to earth, it is not the only reason he came. Let’s now discuss Jesus’ other reason for His coming.
B. Jesus Our Example. 1P2:21
II. Jesus Was and Is God, But Came to Earth as A Man. 
A. He gave up His power as God and came to earth as a flesh and blood man, born of a woman,
B. Phil 2:7, 2758  gr, kenoo -  “made himself of no reputation”

  1) to make empty; used of Christ as he laid aside equality with, and the form of God (Heb.2:14).
  2) to make void, to make empty, to deprive of force, to render useless, of no effect 

  3) to neutralize, to make of no effect, to a thing to be empty, hollow, or false
C. Jesus grew in wisdom from a small boy. Lk 2:52. Is this something God does? No, these are references to the growth in the humanity cause of the boy Jesus as he grew—he grew physically and he grew in wisdom and understanding, for “the grace of God was upon Him,” a reference to the Holy Spirit at work in his life.
III. How Jesus Did the Works He Did

A.. If Jesus wasn’t ministering as God, how did He do the works He did? Acts 10:38. When did this happen? Luke 3:21-22, 4:14, Jn 14:10. This shouldn’t have been a surprise: Is 11:1-3.
B . Therefore, everything He did except for His role as Savior, He did as our example by His Father working through Him in the power of the Holy Spirit. As Acts 10:38 says ”God was with Him”. If God was with Him and performed these works through Jesus, there should be some examples: As the Word says, let everything be confirmed by 2 or three witnesses.  Jn 14:10, 5:19, 5:30, 8:28, 12:49,  

C. Now we can begin to understand why Jesus called Himself the “Son of Man” instead of the “Son of God”. He wanted to emphasize His Man-ward side over His God-ward side while on earth. He couldn’t be our example as the Son of God, but He could be as the Son of Man - if He laid aside temporarily His God-ward side & emphasized His Man-ward side. Now He can be our example.
In out Next Lesson we will continue our discussion on how we can fulfill the things Jesus has given us to do.
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___. Jesus came to earth with all His Godly Power and then ministered on earth as the Son of God.

___. The main reason Jesus came to earth was to die for man’s sins so we could be saved.
Name another important reason Jesus had in coming to earth. _______________________________, 

___. Jesus came to earth to preach, teach, heal and do miracles to prove that He was the Son of God.

___. When Jesus was born of Mary, He was born with all the wisdom & anointing He would need.
__. No, Jesus grew in wisdom and grace as He grew from a child to an adult.   Scripture? _________.

___. Jesus was our example when He went to the cross to pay for mankind’s sin.

___. Jesus was our example in His daily life on earth and in the works He did.

___. When Jesus came to earth He laid aside His Godly power. Scripture?  ___________.

___. Jesus was anointed with the Holy Spirit by His Father when He was baptized in the river Jordan.

Give 2 scriptures that support your answer. Scripture 1: ________, Scripture2:   _________.
___. Jesus didn’t work any miracles until He received this anointing from God of the Holy Spirit.

What age was Jesus when He received this anointing from His Father? _____________.

Name 4 works Jesus did: _____________, _____________, _______________, ______________.

___. Jesus said that He wasn’t doing the works, but His Father did the works. Scripture?________.

___. Jesus also said that the Words He spoke were the Father’s words. Scripture?  _________.

Give 3 more scriptures that tell us His Father was doing the works through Jesus.____, ____,____.

Give one scripture that tells us that Jesus couldn’t do the works By Himself. ______________.

___. Jesus said that those that believed on Him would do the works He did and greater works.

Where did Jesus get His power to do the works He did? _______________________________.
Where do Christians get the power to do the works Jesus told us to do? ___________________.

___. Jesus’ apostles got the power needed to do the works when they received the Spirit in Jn 20.

___. No, they did receive the Spirit in Jn 20 when He breathed on them, but Jesus also told them to wait in Jerusalem for the power to come upon them do the works He wanted them to do. Scripture?__
___.  The Bible says that ‘as He (Jesus) is, so are we (Christians) in this world’ which is one more piece of evidence that Jesus was our example on how to live the Christian life. Scripture? _______.
